Mr. person, Why do you do what you do?
OATH OF OFFICE1
An oath of office is an oath or affirmation a person takes before undertaking the duties of
an office, usually a position in government or within a religious body, although such oaths are
sometimes required of officers of other organizations. Such oaths are often required by the laws
of the state, religious body, or other organization before the person may actually exercise the
powers of the office or any religious body. It may be administered at an inauguration, coronation,
enthronement, or other ceremony connected with the taking up of office itself, or it may be
administered privately. In some cases it may be administered privately and then repeated during
a public ceremony.
Some oaths of office are a statement of loyalty to a constitution or other legal text or to a
person or other office-holder (e.g., an oath to support the constitution of the state, or of loyalty to
the king). Under the laws of a state it may be considered treason or a high crime to betray a
sworn oath of office
ACCOUNTABILITY2
The quality or state of being accountable; especially : an obligation or willingness to accept
responsibility or to account for one's actions <public officials lacking accountability>
FEDERAL OATH OF OFFICE3
At the start of each new Congress, the entire House of Representatives and one-third of
the Senate are sworn into office. This oath-taking dates to 1789, the first Congress; however, the
current oath was fashioned in the 1860s, by Civil War-era members of Congress.
The Constitution specifies no details for the oath of office for Congress:
Constitution, Article 6 - Debts, Supremacy, Oaths
The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the several
State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the
several States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no
religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the
United States.
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The first Congress developed this requirement into a simple, 14-word oath:
"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution of the United States."
The current oath was enacted in 1884:
I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the
United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and
allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or
purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on
which I am about to enter: So help me God.
The public swearing-in ceremony consists of Representatives raising their right hands
and repeating the oath of office. This ceremony is led by the Speaker of the House, and no
religious texts are used.

28 USC § 453 - OATHS OF JUSTICES AND JUDGES4
Each justice or judge of the United States shall take the following oath or affirmation
before performing the duties of his office: “I, XXX XXX, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I
will administer justice without respect to persons, and do equal right to the poor and to the rich,
and that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties incumbent upon me
as XXX under the Constitution and laws of the United States. So help me God.”
THE OFFICAL REMINDER5
“or if he touch the uncleanness of man, whatsoever his uncleanness be wherewith he is
unclean, and it be hid from him; and, when he knoweth of it, be guilty;”
So, which oath did you take? To the Almighty or to mammon?
If we do something that God commands us not to do, it is sin
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